THE FUTURE OF POLAND
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DECEMBER 15, 1944

December 9.     Heavy fighting continued in Athens.

American troops made notable gains on the Saar front,
December 10.    It was announced that a powerful British Fleet had been

formed to operate in the Pacific.
December ll.    More than 2,000 American heavy bombers and 1,200

fighters attacked Germany and Austria.
December 12.   Field-Marshal Alexander and Mr. Harold Macmillan

arrived in Athens, and General Scobie, the British Com-

mandcr, presented terms to the Greek insurgents.
December 13.   Russians captured more ground North-East of Budapest.
December 14.    Greek insurgent leaders were reported to be seeking terms

for an armistice.
December 15.    Mr. Churchill declared that Britain supported Russian

plans to limit Poland's Eastern frontier to the Curzon

Line and give her East Prussia in compensation.

[December 15, 1944.

IN opening this Debate I find myself in a position to read to the
House again some extracts from the carefully-considered state-
ments that I made to them in February, after I had returned from
Teheran, and also in October of the present year. I rely upon those
statements, and when I read them over again last night in preparation
for this Debate I found it very difficult to improve upon them or alter
them in any way. This may accuse me of infertility of mind, but it
also gives me some confidence that I have not misled the House or
felt myself stultified by the harsh and unforeseeable movement of
events. It is not often that one wishes to repeat what one said two
months ago, and still less ten months ago, but I propose to do so,
because in no other way and in no other words that I can think of
can I remind the House and bring home to them the grim, bare bones
of the Polish problem.
On 22nd February I said :

" At Teheran I took occasion to raise personally with Marshal Stalin
the question of the future of Poland, and I pointed out that it was in
fulfilment of our guarantee to Poland that Great Britain declared war
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